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Abstract:

Gothic architecture is one of the styles that left a distinctive mark on architecture history. It is a new
architecture with unique features. Hence, the research attempted to answer the questions: Is Gothic
architecture capable of being renewed so that its elements and content can be used in design to suit the
times? Is it possible to design contemporary furniture that embodies its characteristics and content? The
research aims to: trace the survival Gothic architecture throughout the ages to answer the research question.
It applied its results to design a contemporary furniture inspired by Gothic architecture. The importance of
this lies in elevating design thought to benefit from it and linking it to twenty-first century designer thought.
The research assumed that Gothic architecture is able to survive and renew itself across time and space, and
that it doesn’t only express doctrinal content, the study extended from the Middle Ages to the modern era. It
used the descriptive analytical approach and applied approach. The research has achieved its objectives: that
Gothic architecture is a renewal architecture, and has the ability to survive across time and space, and
remains a symbol of human creativity, reminding that the past beauty can remain a permanent and influential
source of inspiration in shaping the future, and that it is not limited to expressing doctrinal content, it is a
long history of development. The research was able to design furniture inspired by the content of Gothic
architecture with a contemporary approach that suits the third millennium. Gothic architecture is one of the
styles that left a different and distinctive mark on the architecture history, due to the doctrinal content it
carries that controlled the formulation of all its architectural vocabulary. It prevailed and dominated all arts
for a long period of time in the Middle Ages. It originated in France and spread to all European countries.
Gothic architecture is considered a development of Romanesque architecture before it, and was followed by
Renaissance architecture. This prompted the researcher to study and analyze Gothic architecture, which has
left us with timeless architectural masterpieces that are unparalleled to this day. The importance and timeless
artistic value of Gothic architecture were highlighted, and its revival over the centuries was monitored and
traced, with the aim of reviving the essence of Gothic architecture and using its architectural elements and
decorative units in contemporary furniture design to keep pace with the third millennium.

Problems: Is Gothic architecture capable of being renewed, using its elements and content in design in
keeping with the times? The scarcity of contemporary furniture that embodies the characteristics and content
of Gothic architecture.

Aims: Tracing the survival and revival of Gothic architecture throughout the ages to answer the research
question. Designing contemporary furniture inspired by the Gothic architectural theme.

Significance: The research aims to advance the design thinking of the content and values of Gothic
architecture to benefit from them and link them to the twenty-first century designer thinking, and it’s impact
on furniture design.

Hypothesis: Gothic architecture is characterized by its ability to endure and renew itself through time and
space. The architectural elements and themes of Gothic architecture can be renewed and revived, and it is not
limited to expressing doctrinal content. The design philosophy of Gothic architecture can be applied to
contemporary furniture design.

Limitations: Objective Delimitations: The study is limited to the architectural and decorative elements of
Gothic architecture and its content in Europe and America. Temporal Delimitations: The Middle Ages
through the modern and contemporary eras.

Methodologies: Descriptive-analytical approach: To highlight the design philosophy of Gothic architecture
and the factors influencing its formation and continuity through the ages. Applied approach: Applying
research results to contemporary furniture design.

Results: The research achieved its objectives: Gothic architecture is renewable, has the ability to endure
through time and space, and remains a symbol of human creativity, reminding us that the beauty of the past
can remain a permanent and influential source of inspiration in shaping the future. The architectural elements
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and themes of Gothic architecture can be renewed and revived. It is not merely an expression of doctrinal
content, nor a mere reminder of the past. Rather, it embodies creativity and a long history of development. Its
enduring appeal continues to defy temporal and cultural boundaries, a fact that fascinates all who encounter
it. The research was able to design furniture inspired by the content of Gothic architecture, and to elevate the
designer’s design thinking to suit the third millennium

Recommendations: The importance of applying the concept of inspiration from the past in teaching history
courses in faculties of architecture and arts, and not being satisfied with teaching history in the form of a
mere narrative of what happened, but rather working to revive and renew the past through a contemporary
vision that serves the design process. The research recommends the necessity of cooperation and integration
between the interior designer and the architect from the beginning to work on producing the interior space
with an integrated and architecturally cohesive appearance, with all the architectural elements and the
determinants and complements of the interior space without separation.

Paper History:

Paper received May 24, 2025, Accepted July 16, 2025, Published online November 1, 2025

Keywords:

Gothic Architecture, Gothic Motifs, Design, Furniture.

References:

1- Cole, Emily. (January 2003). A Concise Histort of Architectural Style, General Edition.

2- Cram, Ralph Adams F.A.LLA, F.R.G.S. (May 1907). The Gothic Quest”, The Baker & Taylor
Company, The Plimpton Press Norwood Mass, A 454691, New York, USA.

3- https://books.google.com

4- Brown, Edith A. (1911). Gothic Architecture, Adam & Charles Black, London.

5- Corroyer, Edouard. (March 19, 2021), L’ Architecture Gothique, Chuck Greif and the online
Distributed Proofreading Team at http://www.pgdp.net, Paris, Franc.

6- D. H. Arnot Architect. (1849). Gothic Architecture: Applied to Modern Residences: Designs of all-
Important Parts, George S. Appleton, 164 Chesnut-Street, New York, USA.

7- D’Espouy, Hector. (December 2004). Fragments of Architecture: from the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance, Abacus Press, ISBN-13:979-8302454645.

8- King, Thomas Harper. (January 2022). The Study-book of Medisval Architecture and Art, Abacus
Press, ISBN-13:979-8798254088.

9- Pugin, Augustus C. (December 1987). Pugin's Gothic Ornament: The Classic Sourcebook of
Decorative Motifs with 100 Plates (Dover Pictorial Archive), Dover Publications Inc., ISBN-13:
978-0486255002.

10- Pugin, Augustus. (May 2025). Gothic Ornaments Hardcover, Hutson Street Press, ISBN-10:

1024540650, ISBN-13: 978-1024540659.

11- Pugin, Augustus. (December 2024). Examples of Gothic Architecture Kindle Edition, by Augustus
Pugin.

12- https://www.lechase.com/karsh-center-receives-multiple-architecture-awards/  25/5/2025

13- https://alumni.duke.edu/about-duke 1-5-2025

14- https://www.dezeen.com/2021/10/26/kengo-kuma-cathedral-comments-update/ 12-4-2025

15- https://kkaa.co.jp/en/project/la-galilee-de-saint-maurice-dangers/  1-3-2025

16- https://www.rostarchitects.com/articles/2023/2/18/the-story-of-sagrada-familia-by-architect-antoni-
gaudi  15/2/2025

17- https://savanta.com/knowledge-centre/press-and-polls/donations-poll-daily-telegraph-24-september-
2024/ 10/3/2025

18- https://www.lowellma.gov/1553/High-Victorian-Gothic ~ 28-2-2025

19- https://www.researchgate.net/figure/P-B-Wight-National-Academy-of-Design-New-Y ork-1865-
General-view-of-the-building_fig2 337367279  2-2-2025

20- https://www.strawberryhillhouse.org.uk/  15-4-2025

Gihan El-Degwy (2025), The Philosophy of Gothic Architecture as an Approach to
CITATION Inspiring Contemporary Furniture Design, International Design Journal, Vol. 15
No. 6, (November 2025) pp 521-533



https://books.google.com/
http://www.pgdp.net/
https://www.amazon.com/Abacus-Press/e/B0DTHXL2JB/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Thomas+Harper+King&text=Thomas+Harper+King&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Abacus-Press/e/B0DTHXL2JB/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.com/Abacus-Press/e/B0DTHXL2JB/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.com/Augustus-C-Pugin/e/B001IXU3UU/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Augustus-Pugin/e/B001IXU3UU/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Augustus-Pugin/e/B001IXU3UU/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1
https://www.amazon.com/Augustus-Pugin/e/B001IXU3UU/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1
https://www.lechase.com/karsh-center-receives-multiple-architecture-awards/
https://alumni.duke.edu/about-duke
https://www.dezeen.com/2021/10/26/kengo-kuma-cathedral-comments-update/
https://kkaa.co.jp/en/project/la-galilee-de-saint-maurice-dangers/
https://www.rostarchitects.com/articles/2023/2/18/the-story-of-sagrada-familia-by-architect-antoni-gaudi
https://www.rostarchitects.com/articles/2023/2/18/the-story-of-sagrada-familia-by-architect-antoni-gaudi
https://savanta.com/knowledge-centre/press-and-polls/donations-poll-daily-telegraph-24-september-2024/
https://savanta.com/knowledge-centre/press-and-polls/donations-poll-daily-telegraph-24-september-2024/
https://www.lowellma.gov/1553/High-Victorian-Gothic
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/P-B-Wight-National-Academy-of-Design-New-York-1865-General-view-of-the-building_fig2_337367279
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/P-B-Wight-National-Academy-of-Design-New-York-1865-General-view-of-the-building_fig2_337367279
https://www.strawberryhillhouse.org.uk/

