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Abstract:

With the continuous increase in cultural interaction due to globalization and technological advancement,
interior design has become a field that reflects this cultural diversity by integrating elements from various
cultures to create spaces that express richness and multiculturalism. However, a major challenge arises in
preserving authentic cultural identity within this diversity, particularly in communities striving to maintain
their cultural and national heritage. This study aims to analyze the impact of cultural diversity on interior
design and explore strategies to preserve cultural identity amidst such diversity. An analytical methodology
was adopted, relying on literature review and previous relevant studies, in addition to case studies of interior
design projects that combined cultural diversity with efforts to preserve cultural identity. The results showed
that cultural diversity can enrich interior design when integrated thoughtfully, with a focus on local cultural
elements and heritage symbols. Preserving cultural identity requires a deep understanding of the local culture
and incorporating its elements in a way that reflects the community’s cultural heritage. The study
recommends adopting effective design strategies that help achieve a balance between cultural diversity and
cultural identity preservation, through incorporating local cultural elements into interior design and raising
designers’ awareness about the importance of safeguarding cultural identity in the face of global influences.
Research Problem: The core issue addressed by this research is how to achieve a balance between
incorporating elements from diverse cultures into interior design while preserving the community’s authentic
cultural identity. In light of increasing globalization, cultural diversity may risk marginalizing or erasing
local identity, which necessitates a thorough exploration of ways to integrate diversity in a manner that
enhances rather than weakens cultural identity.

Research Objectives: To analyze the extent of cultural diversity's impact on interior design in:

Spain (Barcelona) b- Tanzania (Zanzibar Island) To explore strategies for preserving cultural identity amid
cultural diversity. To provide recommendations for interior designers to achieve a balance between cultural
diversity and the preservation of cultural identity.

Significance of the Study: The significance of this research lies in the urgent need to understand how to
address cultural diversity in interior design without compromising a community’s cultural identity. The study
offers insights and practical strategies for interior designers to create spaces that reflect cultural diversity
while simultaneously reinforcing cultural belonging and identity.

Research Hypotheses: Cultural diversity can enrich interior design if integrated thoughtfully. Preserving
cultural identity in interior design is possible through the careful selection and application of appropriate
cultural elements that reflect the local heritage. There are effective design strategies that can balance cultural
diversity with identity preservation while fostering creativity in design.

Results: Enriching Interior Design through Cultural Diversity. The integration of elements from multiple
cultures in interior design can enrich the visual environment and give it a global and humanistic character—
provided this integration is done consciously and with respect for the original identity. Preserving Cultural
Identity Requires Deep Awareness of Local Culture

Maintaining identity does not imply rejecting other cultural elements; rather, it requires a true understanding
of the local cultural roots and utilizing them in a creative and balanced manner. Unconsidered Design May
Marginalize Identity. Certain case studies revealed that excessive reliance on foreign elements without
regard to the local context can lead to distortion or erasure of cultural identity. Case Studies: Barcelona and
Zanzibar: In Barcelona, the Catalan architectural character has been successfully blended with modern
design elements that reflect cultural openness—without losing the local Spanish identity. In contrast,
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Zanzibar shows clear efforts to preserve the traditional Swahili style while integrating some contemporary
design concepts
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