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Abstract: 
Luxor, a city rich in Egyptian history and culture, is a major tourism hub, yet many Nile cruises fail to reflect 

its heritage. These floating hotels should provide immersive cultural experiences but often lack a strong 

connection to the city’s identity.  Additionally, integrating environmental interior design standards remains a 

challenge, with many establishments lacking sustainable practices, leading to inefficient resource use and 

reduced guest comfort. This research explores sustainable interior design for Luxor’s floating hotels, 

enhancing both ecological responsibility and the overall guest experience.  A key case study is Le Soleil Nile 

Cruise, redesigned by the researcher with the team of Khalifa Architects Company, incorporating local 

materials, cultural aesthetics, and traditional craftsmanship elements.  Building on this, the study proposes 

environmental tourism regulations and smart technology integration as a framework for future Nile cruise 

designs, ensuring sustainability, functionality, and an authentic Egyptian identity while embracing 

innovation for a more immersive and responsible hospitality experience. 

Paper History: 

Paper received March 03, 2025, Accepted April 24, 2025, Published on line July 1, 2025 

Keywords: 

Luxor, Floating hotel, sustainable design, Smart design, Environmental interior design 

References:  

1- Joseph Iskander - Attorney-at-law.2025). Sustainable Tourism in Egypt: Environmental Law's Role. 

Andersen Egypt. Retrieved from https://eg.andersen.com/sustainable-tourism-in-egypt/ 

2- Egipto Exclusivo. (n.d.). Egypt cruises: Types of Ships Used. Retrieved from 

https://www.egiptoexclusivo.com/en/nile-cruises 

3- State Information Service. (n.d.). Nile tourism. Egypt. Retrieved from 

https://beta.sis.gov.eg/en/egypt/tourism/recreational-tourism/nile-tourism/ 

4- Memphis Tours. (n.d.). Luxor City Egypt (Attractions and Things to Do). Retrieved from 

https://www.memphistours.co.uk/Egypt/Egypt-Travel-Guide/Egypt-Nile-Valley/wiki/Luxor-City-

Egypt 

5- Soleil Nile Cruise. (n.d.). Luxury Nile Cruise Experience. Retrieved from https://www.soleil-

cruise.com/ 

6- Ahram Online. (2023, April 18). Luxor and Aswan's tourism increased by 22% in Q1 of 2023: Official. 

Retrieved from https://english.ahram.org.eg/News/496045.asp  

7- Mark, J. J. (2017). Color in Ancient Egypt. World History Encyclopedia. Retrieved March 23, 2025, 

from https://www.worldhistory.org/article/999/color-in-ancient-egypt/ 

8- Farees, A. (2021). 40 Most Important Ancient Egyptian Symbols. Pyramids Land Tours. Retrieved 

from https://www.pyramidsland.com/blog/ancient-egyptian-symbols 

CITATION 

Sadeka Shakour, Nourhan Yasser (2025), Enhancing Ancient Egyptian Identity Through the 

application of Environmental Interior Design Standards in Floating Hotels in Luxor: A Case 

Study of “Le Soleil Nile Cruise”, International Design Journal, Vol. 15 No. 4, (July 2025) pp 

351-363 

 

mailto:sadekashakour@gmail.com1
mailto:sabdulshakour@msa.edu.eg1
mailto:nourhan.yassser99@gmail.com
https://eg.andersen.com/sustainable-tourism-in-egypt/
https://www.egiptoexclusivo.com/en/nile-cruises
https://www.memphistours.co.uk/Egypt/Egypt-Travel-Guide/Egypt-Nile-Valley/wiki/Luxor-City-Egypt
https://www.memphistours.co.uk/Egypt/Egypt-Travel-Guide/Egypt-Nile-Valley/wiki/Luxor-City-Egypt
https://www.soleil-cruise.com/
https://www.soleil-cruise.com/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/999/color-in-ancient-egypt/

