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Abstract: 
Contemporary furniture design is continually advancing, offering new materials, manufacturing techniques, and creative 

visions for designers. However, a notable shift can be observed in contemporary furniture design, where a strong emphasis 

on sustainability has emerged, reflecting the prevailing spirit of the era. With growing environmental concerns and climate 

change issues, innovative manufacturing approaches have arisen to shape sustainable and visually integrated furniture 

pieces, diverging from traditional wood-cutting practices for furniture production. This research delves into the challenges 

and prospects of cultivating furniture as a plant-based innovation, exploring its impact on achieving environmental visual 

integration in the modern environment. The study highlights the transformation of the furniture industry towards 

sustainability and eco-friendly design, investigating how to reintegrate aesthetics, functionality, and harmonious 

coexistence with the surrounding nature. The study also examines current opinions on plant-formed furniture design and 

assesses its contribution, with a primary focus on the importance of sustainable design for eco-friendly furniture and 

innovative manufacturing techniques in the development of furniture elements. Several case studies and practical models 

from furniture designers are scrutinized, illustrating the practical application of these theoretical concepts and emphasizing 

the potential of plant-formed furniture as a manifestation of sustainable design. The findings of this research contribute to 

elucidating the significance of achieving a balance between aesthetics and sustainability in the realm of plant-formed 

furniture design. Moreover, it provides insights into future directions for advancing this field, promoting environmental 

visual integration and sustainable development within the broader context of furniture design. New thinking has emerged, 

and a new movement in furniture design has been catalyzed by various influences, including new creative artistic materials, 

modern and creative manufacturing methods, and the contemporary philosophy that has established standards and 

conditions for furniture development 

Keywords: 
Growing furniture, Tree Shaping furniture, Sustainable Design 

References: 
1- Mack, Daniel (31 December 1996), Making Rustic Furniture: The Tradition, Spirit, and Technique with Dozens of 

Project Ideas (illustrated ed.), Lark Books, p.79-80, ISBN 1-887374-12-4, archived from the original on 23 November 

2021. 

2- John Krubsack1908. treeshapers.net. (2011, April 30). Retrieved January 4, 2023, from 

https://www.treeshapers.net/john-krubsack. 

3- live houses1986 by Hermann Block. treeshapers.net. (2011, April 30). Retrieved January 4, 2023, from 

https://www.treeshapers.net/live-houses-by-hermann-block. 

4- Lebendlaube.(n.d.).Retrieved.December26-2022,-from http://www.lebendlaube.de/index.html. 

5- Growing village. Growing Village : EXPO 2005 AICHI, JAPAN. (n.d.). Retrieved December 26, 2022, from 

http://www.expo2005.or.jp/en/venue/experience04.html. 

6- Richard Reames (2007), Arborsculpture: Solutions for a Small Planet, Oregon: Arborsmith Studios, ISBN 0-9647280-

8-7. 

7- Grown up trees 1996 by Chris Cattle. treeshapers.net. (2011, April 30). Retrieved January 4, 2023, from 

https://www.treeshapers.net/grown-up-trees-by-chris-cattle. 

8- "Grown Furniture at the Museum of English Rural Life 

https://archive.ph/20121223072624/https://www.scribd.com/document/379057360/Tree-Shaping. 

9- Pooktre by Peter Cook / Becky Northey. treeshapers.net. (2011, April 15). Retrieved January 4, 2023, from 

https://www.treeshapers.net/pooktre-by-peter-cook-becky-northey. 

10- CBS Interactive. (2019, March 10). Harvesting chairs: How an English craftsman shapes furniture from the ground 

up. CBS News. Retrieved December 26, 2022, from https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gavin-munro-full-grown-

shaping-nature-into-furniture/ 

11- Front Page. Full Grown. (2022, June 7). Retrieved December 26, 2022, from https://fullgrown.co.uk/. 

12- Patowary, K. (2016, August 14). The Art of Tree Shaping. AMUDING PLANET. Retrieved July 23, 2021, from 

https://www.amusingplanet.com/2011/09/art-of-tree-shaping.html. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Citation: Mohamed Emam, et al (2024), Growing Furniture as a Method for Enhancing Sustainable Design, International Design 

Journal, Vol. 14 No. 1, (January 2024) pp 63-73 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License International Design Journal 

 

13- Scott, B. (2016b, July 29). A chair grows in England -. Woodworkers Journal. Retrieved December 21, 2021, from 

https://www.woodworkersjournal.com/chair-grows-england. 

14- Boran, S., Çavdar, A. D., & Barbu, M. C. (2013). EVALUATION OF BAMBOO AS FURNITURE MATERIAL 

AND ITS FURNITURE DESIGNS. International Conference “Wood Science and Engineering in the Third 
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