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Abstract: 
Heritage structures play an important role in a nation's history and culture, as well as symbolizing its wealth. It is critical 

for future generations to know how humans lived in the past ages to increase life. The restoration process includes the 

examination, diagnosis, and correction of any structure's deficiencies and deterioration. In addition, it identifies common 

flaws and problems in legacy structures and innovates a methodical approach to dealing with them. The research problem 

is the emergence of challenges for designers and architects in the documentation and restoration of historical buildings, 

methods, and techniques. These include preserving heritage buildings while respecting the basic materials that comprise 

the building to preserve its authenticity and history. The primary focus of the research is the creation of documentation and 

the restoration of historical buildings that have been damaged. The study demonstrates that prior studies of documentation 

theories and concepts were followed through a study of the analytical descriptive approach to documenting and restoring 

the aspects of damage to the historic Alexandria Atelier building (Timfako Palace). The importance of research arises from 

the preservation of historic structures and the transmission of internal heritage, as well as cultural values, to future 

generations. The study searches for conservation, restoration, and documentation theories and concepts. Therefore, the 

study aims to document and restore historical buildings while also preserving their originality by restoring them to achieve 

the original image of the original element. Besides, it aims to "implement the results of conservation, documentation, and 

restoration strategies through a practical study of the Alexandria Atelier building in Alexandria, Egypt." Finally, the 

research concluded a set of criteria and strategies for restoring the aspects of damage and deterioration in the Alexandria 

Atelier Palace while preserving the original through photographic, architectural, and restoration techniques. 

Keywords: 
 Documentation, Restoration, Heritage Conservation, Historic Buildings, L'Atelier D'Alexandrie, Interior Architecture. 

References: 
 [1]  M. Anwar, "Practical Techniques for Restoration of Architectural Formation Elements in Historical Buildings," 

World Journal of Engineering and Technology, vol. 07, pp. 193-207, 01/01 2019. 

[2]  N. Šekularac, J. Ivanović-Šekularac, A. Petrovski, N. Macut, and M. J. S. Radojević, "Restoration of a Historic 

Building in Order to Improve Energy Efficiency and Energy Saving—Case Study—The Dining Room within the 

Žiča Monastery Property," vol. 12, no. 15, p. 6271, 2020. 

[3]  M. M. M. Abdelmegeed, "Documentation of construction systems, type of damages and modification processes in 

façades of unregistered heritage-buildings in Khedival Cairo, Egypt," HBRC Journal, vol. 16, no. 1, pp. 77-112, 

2020/01/01 2020. 

[4]  I. J. J. J. o. E. S. ABDELSABOUR AHMED, "Heritage building adaptation: decision-making for contemporary 

interventions," vol. 46, no. 6, pp. 719-737, 2018. 

[5]  Q. Aziz, "Architectural transformation of heritage buildings case study: Folk Art Museum building Sonargaon, 

Bangladesh," Carleton University, 2006. 

[6]  M. E. Embaby, "Heritage conservation and architectural education: “An educational methodology for design 

studios”," HBRC Journal, vol. 10, no. 3, pp. 339-350, 2014/12/01/ 2014. 

[7]  G. G. J. P. i. S. E. Penelis and Materials, "Structural restoration of historical buildings in seismic areas," vol. 4, no. 1, 

pp. 64-73, 2002. 

[8]  D. Gnezdilov, E. Kapnina, and E. Martynyuk, "The Problem of Preservation, Restoration and Reconstruction of the 

World Architectural Heritage," in IOP Conference Series: Materials Science and Engineering, 2019, vol. 698, no. 3, 

p. 033022: IOP Publishing. 

[9]  P. B. J. C. Lourenço and B. Materials, "Recommendations for restoration of ancient buildings and the survival of a 

masonry chimney," vol. 20, no. 4, pp. 239-251, 2006. 

[10]  E. N. J. J. I. J. o. E. El Namara and Research, "Reconstruction and restoration of historic buildings according to 

international conventions (Gaza Strip as a Case Study)," vol. 1, no. 12, 2013. 

[11]  M. Fabbri, J. Volt, and M. D. Groote, The concept of the individual building renovation roadmap. Buildings 

Performance Institute Europe, 2018. 

[12]  I. J. W. T. o. T. B. E. Hume, "The repair of English ancient monuments: two case studies," vol. 4, 1970. 

[13]  J. Radnić, D. Matešan, and A. Abaza, "Restoration and Strengthening of Historical Buildings: The Example of 

Minceta Fortress in Dubrovnik," Advances in Civil Engineering, vol. 2020, p. 8854397, 2020/09/30 2020. 

[14]  A. Causevic, A. Idrizbegovic Zgonic, N. Rustempašić, and L. Kahrović Handžić, "A Case Study: Restoration Of 

Historical Museum In Sarajevo (1963)–A Modernist Ruin," International Journal of Architectural Heritage, vol. 

Volume 2 (2018), pp. 138-148, 01/01 2018. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Citation:  Ola Ahmed (2022), Documenting and Restoring Aspects of Damage of the Historic L'Atelier 

D'Alexandrie (Timfako Palace) in Alexandria, Egypt, International Design Journal, Vol. 12 No. 3, pp 329-
346   

 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License International Design Journal 

 

[15]  A. L'Atelier D'Alexandrie, Egypt, "Architectural and photographic documentation workshop for interior spaces and 

facades at Atelier Alexandria," ed. L'Atelier D'Alexandrie, Alexandria, Egypt: The Department of Islamic and Coptic 

Antiquities in Alexandria and the North Coast, at the headquarters of the Alexandria Atelier (Artists and Writers 

Group), 2020. 

[16]  P. Bullen and P. J. D. o. C. m. s. o. B. E. C. U. Love, Perth Australia, "Adaptive Reuse of Historic Heritage 

buildings," 2006. 

[17]  S. Musso and L. J. E. T. o. a. e. De Marco, "Teaching conservation/restoration of the architectural heritage," no. 38, 

2007. 

[18]  D. Urquhart, Guide or practitioners, Conversion of Traditional Buildings, Application of the Building Standards. 

Historic Scotland © Crown copyright, 2007. 

[19]  Wikipedia. (2006). Conservation and restoration of immovable cultural property. Available: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservation_and_restoration_of_immovable_cultural_property 

[20]  M. Hamamcioglu-Turan and I. Akbaylar, "Documentation of historic structures for the assessment of heritage 

characteristics," Journal of Architectural and Planning Research, vol. 28, no. 2, pp. 129-151, 2011. 

[21]  R. Lakhani and R. J. B.-A. s. C.-C. Sharma, Roorkee, "Strategies for the restoration of heritage buildings: material 

issues," 2018. 

[22]  C. Boito and C. J. F. A. Birignani, "Restoration in architecture: first dialogue," vol. 6, no. 1, pp. 68-83, 2009. 

[23]  Rebuild, "Preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration of historic structures," Dr. Fixit Institute of Structural 

Protection & Rehabilitation, vol. 3, no. 4, 2009. 

[24]  L. P. Commission, Repair, Restoration, Replacement, and Re-creation of Building Facades and Related Exterior 

Elements. 

[25]  H. Environment, Advisory Standards of Conservation and Resilience for the Historic Building Environment in 

Scotland. 

[26]  O. Seif. (2016). Hotspots of Inspiration. Available: https://rawi-magazine.com/articles/hotspots_of_inspiration/ 

[27]  S. Sandbhor, R. J. I. J. o. R. i. E. Botre, and Technology, "A systematic approach towards restoration of heritage 

buildings-a case study," vol. 2, no. 3, pp. 229-238, 2013. 

[28]  Wikipedia. Alexandria Governorate. Available: https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 

[29]  M. A. Al-Nasr. (2021). Alexandria Atelier. Available: https://aawsat.com 

[30]  R. Ramadan. (2021). Alexandria Atelier. Available: https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/2255413 

[31] N. A. Banna. (2021). Timfako Palace. Available: https://m.akhbarelyom.com/news 

Paper History: 
Paper received 1st February 2022,  Accepted 27th March  2022,  Published 1st of May 2022 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

